Drs Shay and Wright are perhaps best known for two seminal papers in the telomerase ®eld. In 1994 they published in the journal Science a paper describing a PCR-based assay for measuring telomerase activity (popularly called the TRAP assay). In this manuscript they and their collaborators at the Geron Corporation (Menlo Park, CA, USA) showed that approximately 90% of all human tumor specimens are positive for TRAP activity while normal tissues were TRAP negative. This paper has been cited over 1600 times. In 1998, also in collaboration with Geron scientists, they described in another Science paper the extension of human cell lifespan by introduction of telomerase in normal cells. This work is considered the most de®nitive work demonstrating that telomeres are the molecular basis of replicative senescence. This paper has already been cited over 700 times.
